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FROM THE HEADMISTRESS’ DESK

Dear parents

In the busy week leading up to half-term, I recall a conversation with a 
colleague in which we outlined our extensive plans for the few days break. 
In addition to catching up with outstanding household projects, including 
work around the garden, we were also going to give ourselves a chance to 
read, think and reflect, spend time with our families, see friends, call those 
we needed to call, arrange a few appointments and attend to a general 
category of things demanding our attention. The idea was that we would 
come back to school after half-term with the sense of achievement, clarity 
and self-fulfilment that a ticked off to-do list uniquely provides. Typically, 
what gets in the way of these projected outcomes is what led to the backlog 
in the first place: tiredness – even when the tiredness is of the best kind, 
that is, resulting from wholehearted participation in an enjoyable activity. 
Think the Senior Primary inter-house gala, or the Little Saints and Grade 0 
wheelathon, for example.

On the day of the wheelathon, the school also hosted a sports information 
talk for parents of children in Grade 2 to Grade 7. The discussion brought 
together all staff who teach sport in the Junior School – a remarkable 
achievement on its own – and it gave parents and staff the opportunity 
to talk about sport in broadly philosophical and operational terms. I think 
everyone present enjoyed the exchange and learned something from it. My 
thanks go to the sports department and to all the parents who attended and 
made constructive use of the forum to pose questions, gather information, 
make suggestions, and relate their experiences. It was, as I said on the 
morning, a good start, and good starts, whatever their imperfections, are 
worth acknowledging. 

In fact, to continue with the theme of the good start, I think the expression 
could be used to change the prevailing mood of half-term: instead of 
viewing the short break as a critical opportunity to catch up and finish 
a lengthy list of pending items, or as a corrective to everything that has 
not gone to plan in the preceding weeks, we could take the longer view 
and treat half-term as an excellent vantage point from which to view the 
good work that is in progress all around us all of the time. Junior School, by 
definition, should represent a good start – there’s a reason behind the term’s 
use as a brand name for a chain of kindergartens in Australia as well as a line 
of infant formula – and the inconclusiveness of the expression reminds us of 
the wonderfully provisional and collaborative nature of what we do: teach 
children how to learn. 

In my classroom visits so far this year, as well as my weekly visits to Little 
Saints, I have seen evidence of good starts over and over again as the Grade 
3s grapple with place value in Mathematics, the Grade 00s and Grade 000s 
try to find words for how they are feeling, the Grade 1s manipulate pegs to 
show their understanding of the concepts greater than and less than, the 
Grade 0s respond to the visceral art of Frida Kahlo, the Grade 5s extend their 
conversational range in isiZulu, and the Grade 7s guide each other through 
the complexities of lines. And, what I would like to say in response, in the 
spirit of lines that extend infinitely, and good starts, is let’s keep going …

DR SARAH WARNER
HEADMISTRESS: JUNIOR SCHOOL

The environmental club would like to thank everyone who contributed to the water collection. Over 400 x 5l bottles were collected
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN

MUSE MORNING

Parents of children of all ages are encouraged to join us at our next Muse Morning on Tuesday 27 March.  

Time:  07h15 to 08h30

Venue: Seminar room, The Edge

Speaker: Pierre Brouard and Judith Ancer are clinical psychologists and popular speakers. They will be in conversation regarding gender issues.
Topic: “LGBTQIA+: a confusing alphabet soup or an appropriate reflection of human complexity and variation?”

Coffee is served from 07h15 for a prompt start at 07h30.  Refreshments will be available at the back of the seminar room. Space is limited in the 
seminar room so please remember to RSVP.

RSVP: sharon.san@stmary.co.za

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 
In the temple [Jesus] found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and 
the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, 
both the sheep and the cattle. He 
also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned 
their tables. 16 He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”

John 2:13-17

In Jesus’ day, for people, no matter 
how rich or how poor, to go into the 
temple, they were required by law to 
bring with them a suitable sacrifice 
with which to approach God. Some, 
however, had taken advantage 
of what they saw as a business 

opportunity by requiring payment 
for these sacrifices, thereby placing 
an obstacle between God and God’s 
people. Hence Christ’s outburst, and 
his anger.

This Lent, we are reminded of Christ’s 
passion for God’s people: might the 
things we do or say as Christians 
in our daily interactions, however 
inadvertently, place a barrier 
between others and God? How do 
we better allow Christ’s light to shine 
through us? In what way can we hold 
what we have lightly, such that Christ 
can use our gifts and possessions to 
reach out to those in need? 

REVD CLAUDIA COUSTAS
CHAPLAIN
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THE SCIENCE CLUB

The Science club takes place on a Thursday afternoon and great fun is being 
had. We have made predictions regarding whether certain substances are 
acids or bases, tested the density of different substances, experimented 
with eggs and then, last week, we tested the theory that toast always lands 
butter side down. 

The girls are able to use real scientific equipment, chemicals and discuss 
their theories about the phenomena. We discuss what it means to perform 
a science experiment and what is scientific process. The toast experiment 

allowed girls to prove or disprove a hypothesis, plan how to obtain the data 
they needed, record the data, interpret the data and discuss how they could 
do the experiment better. 

I am looking forward to the rest of the year!

MELANIE BLAIR
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

Testing different substances to see if they are acids or bases

Testing the various densities of substances

Testing different substances to see if they are acids or bases

The data collector group ready for toast dropping

Testing the various densities of substances

Toast investigation in process
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FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Music is in the air

The Music department held an assembly on Friday 23 February and invited 
two of our music teachers to perform for the Senior Primary girls. Miss 
Danielle McKinnon and Mr Nick Rumpelt performed two items for the girls, 
showcasing the saxophone and electric guitar. This was a wonderful way to 
begin the day.

The Senior Primary choir also performed and the stage was filled with girls, 
boasting one of the largest choirs since I started in 2016. 

The Music department is in full swing and is currently running numerous 
music programmes. This year has seen an implementation of three different 
approaches to music instruments in the different grades. The Grade 1 girls 
have embarked on a new journey developing their recorder skills and the 
Grade 2 girls are involved in a string instrument programme, where they are 

learning basic skills on the cello, violin and guitar. The Grade 3 compulsory 
music programme is also gaining momentum and the girls have the 
opportunity to try out a number of different instruments including the cello, 
violin, guitar, flute, recorder and clarineo. 

Should you wish your daughter to learn to play a musical instrument, our 
instrument application form is available for download on the school app 
under Culturals/Whole School.

Want to know how to practice effectively? You are invited to a Music 
information morning on Monday 19 March from 07h30 to 08h00 in the 
Junior School auditorium.

CAROL SHUTTE  
HEAD OF MUSIC:  JUNIOR SCHOOL

 

Senior Primary choir Teachers at play  

On Thursday 22 February, the tennis teams played a league match against St 
Andrew’s. All the teams played superbly and the results were as follows:

A team beat St Andrew’s 25-11
B team beat St Andrew’s 22-14
C team beat St Andrew’s 21-6
D team beat St Andrew’s 26-2

Well done to all the girls who played in these matches.

Grade 4 festival
On Saturday 24 February, four Grade 4 girls participated in a Grade 4 tennis 
festival at St Teresa’s. The girls had fun participating in the festival and 
excellent tennis was played. Well done to Jennifer, Hannah, Charlotte and 
Amy.
 

CECILE MURRAY
TENNIS COACH

TENNIS

FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

Charlotte, Amy, Hannah, Jennifer
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Our A, B, C and D teams have had a very good season. The A, B and C teams have won many of their galas. 

We are looking forward to the final galas of the season today where we shall compete against all the girls’ schools in our respective leagues.

ROSE HALLENDORFF
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING

SWIMMING

The B team excited for their gala

Grade 5 B team winning medley relay team Grade 6 B team winning medley team Grade 7 B team winning medley team
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SENIOR PRIMARY INTER-HOUSE GALA

Last week, we held our wonderful senior primary inter-house gala. All four houses, Hares, Lions, Springboks and Zebras swam well and showed fantastic 
spirit throughout. The captains led the girls in war cries. The Grade 7 parents added to the enjoyment of the event with their delicious food for sale. The girls 
enjoyed participating in this fun event. In the end, Lions won the gala and Hares won the prize for the best spirit. Congratulations to all the swimmers. Thank 
you to Mrs Seale-McKend and to Mrs Vermeulen for presenting the trophies and prizes.

ROSE HALLENDORFF
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING

Best Grade 5 swimmer and Junior Victrix Ludorum - KylaBest Grade 4 swimmer - Hannah Best Grade 6 swimmer - Natasha

Best Grade 7 swimmer and Senior Victrix Ludorum - Jasmin

Lions captains – Lions won the inter-house gala Lions captains – Lions won the Shirley Reid Trophy

This is a freestyle relay in which the fastest swimmer in each 

Grade swims

Hares captains – Hares won the prize for the best spirit
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On Saturday 17 February, St Mary’s hosted a very successful U13 water polo 
championship tournament. The development of our players and, ultimately, 
their exposure at a top level is paramount to developing depth as well as a 
competitive talent pool at St Mary’s. 

Our A team narrowly missed playing in the final and did well to finish third 
overall. The semi-final was an extremely hard-fought affair with both teams 
fighting for a favourable result. In the end, St Mary’s lost by one goal to the 
eventual tournament winners, St Dominic’s.

Despite having a very tough pool, our young and relatively inexperienced 
invitational team improved consistently throughout the day and finished 
eighth overall. Their performance in the playoff match was impressive and 
we are very proud of their efforts.

TARYN DE WINNAAR
HEAD OF SPORT: JUNIOR SCHOOL

Aimee-Rose

WATER POLO

Olivia


