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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

FROM THE JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD’S DESK
By the time you read this newsletter, 16 June, National Youth Day, will have happened. We will be looking forward to the weekend and 
our eyes will be turned towards the next week and what it will bring – more Family Day services, piece playing, Grade 7 cake and candy. 

Sometimes our everyday preoccupations can look absurd when viewed through the lens of momentous events from the past, but diminishing 
ordinary life is not what these commemorative days are for. If anything, days like Youth Day ask us to cherish time spent with family and 
to acknowledge the exceptional gift of ordinary pleasures. What public holidays, commemorations and anniversaries ask us to do is to 
stop, slow down, remember – and keep striving. They interfere with the regular flow of days and events, and they try to startle us into 
reflection by interrupting our routine.  

Youth Day asks us to remember, with our children, that 46 years ago, around 2000 school students in Soweto interrupted their routine by 
not going to school. According to historical records, Soweto was cold and dry on the morning of 16 June 1976. It was a typical Wednesday, 
and many people, mothers and fathers, would have left their homes for work by the time the school students began to fill the streets 
singing and chanting as they marched towards Orlando Stadium.

The students knew why they were not going to school – they knew that they were marching together that day to send a strong message 
to the government about the intolerable conditions at their schools: overcrowded classrooms, few teachers and limited resources. Add to 
this, the decision by the minister of Bantu affairs in 1975 that the medium of instruction at these schools – the language half the students’ 
subjects would be taught in – should be Afrikaans, a language none of these children spoke at home and which they associated with the 
white government responsible for the institution of apartheid.

What these students couldn’t have known was how the day would end: with Soweto in flames, and with the deaths of at least 104 children 
under the age of 14 there and in other parts of the country. 

Youth Day, the public holiday we enjoyed yesterday, asks us to remember, but it also asks us to pay attention and to keep listening: to 
keep listening to all the children who continue to plead with the adults in power to do better, to think more carefully, and to make wiser, 
fairer decisions. 

Hector Pieterson Memorial and Museum, Soweto.
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN

“No Family drops from heaven perfectly formed; families need to constantly grow and mature in the ability to love… all of us are called 
to keep striving towards something greater than ourselves and our families, and every family must feel this constant impulse. Let us 
make this journey as families, let us keep walking together. (…) May we never lose heart because of our limitations, or never stop 
seeking that fulness of love and communion which God holds out before us” (Pope Francis -AL 325)

This week as a school, we joined the girls in giving thanks to God for their families. Returning in thanksgiving to Almighty God for families 
is hugely important and has a long history. Scripture is filled with examples of people returning to God to give thanks. It is a tradition that 
is important to pass on to the girls. We often turn to God in times of need. 

In gathering for family day services, we are showing and teaching the girls that we also need to turn to God to give thanks. Bring your 
supplications and thanksgiving to God, says St Paul. We rejoiced with the girls in song, poetry and a little dancing.

REVD RAKGADI KHOBO  
CHAPLAIN

 SARAH WARNER  
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS

It’s a day on which we can be thankful to the many uncelebrated children who lost their lives fighting for change all those years ago in 
1976; it’s also a day on which we can be thankful to child activists all over the world who have fought and continue to fight bravely for 
change. 

At our inaugural, multilingual Senior Primary public speaking evening earlier in the week, Siphesihle Kubheka (Grade 7) spoke about 
bravery – the ordinary, daily kind (that involves owning up to your teacher that you have not done your homework) and the more 
spectacular variety that we associate with the likes of Zulaikha Patel (who confronted an institution and prevailed).

 “Brave,” to quote Siphesihle, “can be said in many ways.”
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LITTLE SAINTS NEWS 

The Little Saints children attended chapel on Tuesday 14 June for their Family Day service. After the service, their parents joined them for tea 
in the fairy garden.

CELIA DIANA
HoD: LITTLE SAINTS

GRADE 2 NEWS

The Grade 2 girls enjoyed learning about different kinds of fruit in isiZulu and composed short sentences about eating it.

SIPHIWE SITHEBE
 JUNIOR PRIMARY TEACHER
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GRADE 2 NEWS CONTINUED

The Grade 2 market day was held on Friday 10 June. The theme was Proudly South Africa and the girls were extremely proud to display 
their home made goods and crafts. Beautiful beaded keyrings and book marks were made in class, and packaged and priced for the fun-
filled day. The girls also enjoyed the opportunity to make products with their parents and selling them to the Grade 1s, 2s and 3s. The 
occasion will be remembered by the girls as a day filled with fun and the spirit of Ubuntu.

 THE GRADE 2 TEAM

GRADE 3 NEWS

The Grade 3s preparing gifts and letters for their parents for the Family Day chapel service.
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The Grade 4s spent an exciting time investigating and discussing 
the importance of eggs - their structure and variety - both for 
reproduction and as a food source. The practical work was a 
highlight, especially for those who had not cracked an egg before! 
We tracked the dissolving of eggshell with an egg submerged 
in vinegar - the resulting rubbery shell-less eggs were of great 
interest.

Reflections: “What did you find most interesting and why?”
• looking under the microscope because it felt like I was in the 

egg - Josephine Staples
• the chalazae because under the microscope they looked like 

hair - Haidyn Govender
• the germinal disc because I always thought the yolk was the 

chick - Rowan Shabne

• the vinegar egg because you could see the yolk bobbing 
around - Lucy Snell

• the part where we got to open the egg and see what’s inside 
because it’s fun to just have your own look instead of of 
someone else telling you - Sophia Nienaber

• the parts of the egg because now when I crack an egg all the 
parts of it and their names come straight into my head - Ella 
Sproule

• the yolk because I didn’t know that’s how the baby ‘eats’ in 
the shell - Pakane Kekana

ANGIE JENNETT
SENIOR PRIMARY TEACHER

GRADE 4 NEWS

GRADE 5 NEWS

The best way to learn about 3D shapes is to make them!
ANGIE JENNETT

SENIOR PRIMARY TEACHER

Planning and measuring Cutting and sticking Rectangular boxes, triangular boxes and 
hexagonal boxes
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GRADE 7 NEWS
Tour De Maths
Six of the Grade 7 girls represented St Mary’s at the Tour 
De Maths. This fun filled, but challenging event was held at 
Roedean School on the evening of 2 June. There were 10 
participating schools, with approximately 100 girls and boys 
attending. The girls were placed in teams of four, made up of 
participants from different schools, and they were expected to 
solve 20 challenging, non-routine word problems. This not only 
tested their mathematical proficiency, but also their ability to 
work as a team and manage their time accordingly. Our girls 
coped exceptionally well and made St Mary’s proud. I extend my 
congratulations to Emma Frahm-Arp and Kimaya Shah-Naidoo 
who placed third.

I would also like to congratulate Kimaya Shah-Naidoo on 
her selection to represent South Africa at the Indonesia 
International Mathematics Competition 2022. This will be an 
online event and will be taking place from 26 June to 3 July in 
Bloemfontein. She will be representing St Mary’s and we wish 
her all the best. 

SUE LE SUEUR 
SENIOR PRIMARY TEACHER

Amy Shannon, Reabiloe Kodisang, Kimaya Shah-Naidoo, Caitlyn 
Dube, Emma Frahm-Arp, Leah Govender

PUBLIC SPEAKING

LOVE |  COMMUNITY |  INTEGRITY FOR 134 YEARS

On Tuesday 14 June, girls from Grades 4 to  7 participated in a Senior Primary public speaking evening. The girls read, delivered 
speeches and recited poetry in Sesotho, Afrikaans, English and isiZulu. They spoke with confidence and it was a wonderful opportunity 
for our community to share the work that is being done in all the language classes. We were also treated to an entertaining 
performance by the marimba bands.

LINDA SMITH 
SENIOR PRIMARY TEACHER
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Grade 0 class music 
The Grade 0s have loved learning a variety of rhythmic patterns. They composed and performed their own four-beat rhythmic 
compositions.

When young children are consistently engaged by music in an age appropriate, socially accepting environment, they benefit at many 
levels including social-emotional, physical, creative, quantitative and early literacy. And of course, they develop a lifelong love of 
music - Kindermusik 

SELMARI QUINN
JUNIOR PRIMARY AND LITTLE SAINTS MUSIC TEACHER

MUSIC NEWS

Congratulations to Annabelle and Vivienne Chen who passed their auditions to participate in the SAMRO Hubert van der Spuy national 
music competition. This music competition “offers talented young music learners the opportunity to learn from one another in a 
competition environment and to compete on a national level.” We wish Annabelle and Vivienne all the best!

GEORGE POTGIETER
HoD: JUNIOR SCHOOL MUSIC

Vivienne playing the violin, accompanied by Mr Joubert

Annabelle performing on the piano 
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Grade 2 instrumental programme
The instrumental programme (IP) gives all the girls in Grade 2 the opportunity to learn the violin, cello or guitar in a small group 
setting. This set-up rotates termly to give the girls exposure to each of the stringed instruments.

There are many benefits - cognitive, kinesthetic, spatial and social - to learning an instrument.

The instrumental programme feeds the string ensemble as well as the Junior School orchestra in the Senior Primary by encouraging girls 
to take up an instrument in the Junior Primary. When a child takes up an instrument at St Mary’s, she embarks on an  exciting musical 
journey. The string ensemble as well as the Junior School orchestra provide opportunities for our girls to develop as musicians, play 
beautiful music and make friends in a musical setting.

GEORGE POTGIETER
HoD MUSIC: JUNIOR SCHOOL

MUSIC NEWS CONTINUED

A violin class in action A guitar class

A cello class
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Grade 3 instrumental programme
It has been a joy this year to be able to return to some normality in the Grade 3 wind programme, allowing the girls to fully touch, feel 
and experience wind instruments. The physical and sensory experience of playing an instrument can be a thrill to a child!

After playing the violin, guitar and cello in the Grade 2 string programme, all Grade 3s are offered a similar introductory course with 
a specialist wind teacher in clarineo (a smaller, plastic C version of the clarinet), the Nuvo flute, the recorder, and the pBuzz (a fun, 
light, vuvuzela-like instrument designed to introduce young children to the concepts and technique of brass instruments). Recent 
developments in both woodwind and brass instrument design and production have resulted in smaller, lighter instruments being made 
available to young, aspirant musicians. The girls are introduced to the plastic clarineos and flutes, but they progress on to the metal 
flute and full-sized B flat clarinet within a few years if they choose to study one of these instruments. Critically, the recorder is placed 
in our wind programme, taught by an experienced, professional recorder player, and not just relegated to the classroom as is common 
practice.

Through the Grade 3 programme, we aim to actively inspire and look for musical talent; follow up with parents to encourage taking up 
an instrument where a child shows talent or is particularly keen, and grow the number of children learning an instrument at St Mary’s. 
We hope the Grade 3s are experiencing the positive benefits of music education in their lives through a fun, engaging activity!

Click on the following links to hear and see a few lovely moments captured in some of the classes:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11QpZlY183dX2NIX5uckM4Xl0cfGrU4B1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D52PUu7_KimNHGJD42R0Z3TPT4rCD9Qu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kCH8oVKjBzvzcMJewllUbL43twc1xskp/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/nZVxaPsbTCA

CERI MOELWYN-HUGHES
MUSIC TEACHER AND HEAD OF WOODWIND STUDIES

MUSIC NEWS CONTINUED

A recorder class The enthusiastic flute class

Learning about the flute with Cayley Fitzgerald Learning the clarineo with Danni McKinnon
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HOCKEY

Grade 6A and 7A hockey tour to St Mary’s DSG Pretoria
The Grade 6A and 7A hockey teams travelled to St Mary’s DSG 
Pretoria on Friday 10 June to participate in a hockey tournament. 
They began their fixtures on Friday and both teams played two 
games on their first day. The Grade 6A team played two U13 teams 
and lost narrowly in both matches. The Grade 7A team won both its 
matches. The girls had an early start on Saturday morning and the 
Grade 6A team played their final match against a strong U13 DGC 
team. They lost that match but went on to play some U12 teams 
and performed well the rest of the day resulting in a win and two 
draws. The Grade 7A team played exceptionally well and won their 
first two matches. The third game of the day was against DGC and 
the girls lost 1-0. The Grade 7A team continued to play well and 

won their final match of the day. On Sunday morning both teams 
had one match to play and they performed well. The Grade 6A 
team played and drew 0-0 and then went to a fun shootout with 
the opposition. The girls involved in the shootout were good and 
it was a great experience for them. The Grade 7A team played a 
tough final match and managed to win 1-0 before participating in 
a penalty shootout. This was a fun shootout that the tournament 
decided to do after the final game despite the results. Goalkeeper 
Hannah Sullivan made some great saves and all our girls scored 
their shootout. Well done to all the girls who played this weekend 
and a huge thank you to the coaches who accompanied the girls and 
the parents who came to support the girls.

Grade 7A team Grade 6A team

RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS

St Mary’s rhythmic Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3s gymnasts, 
comprising Grade 2 to Grade 6 pupils competed in May and June 
in competitions at Gold Reef club on 7 May, our Invitational on 14 
May and at Brits Illusions on 4 June. The teams also competed in 
the Central Gauteng district competition on 28 May and the South 
African Gymnastics Zone on 11 June with 700 other gymnasts from 
different parts of South Africa.

Our coaches and three Senior School gymnasts have recently 
attended coaching and judging courses.

LINDA GIURICICH
HEAD OF RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS

 VICKI JONKER
SPORTS TEACHER

Central Gauteng Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 gymnasts for 2022
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NOTICES

MUSE MORNING - TUESDAY 12 JULY
Please join the Open Door on the Tuesday 12 July for a conversation with 
Tsholofelo Jood on: 

The importance of emotional regulation in the parent-child relationship

Time: 07h30 to 08h30
Venue: Seminar room (The Edge)
RSVP: Lindsay Young at
Lynsay.young@stmary.co.za

About the speaker 
Tsholofelo Jood is a clinical psychologist who specialises in treating children 
and adolescents. She works in a specialised child and family psychiatric 
unit which provides both inpatient and outpatient treatment. She also has 
a private practice in Parkmore, where she provides individual and family 
interventions.

Tsholofelo holds the perspective that a family comprises of interconnected 
individuals who form patterns of relating to each other, and those strategies 
define how the family functions overall. A large part of her focus is to 
support parents to create a developmentally containing environment for 
children and adolescents.

Getting to know the St Mary’s School App – Tip 1: Calendar

The PA has got your back, and over the next few months will give you tips on how to use the school app effectively to give you information you may need. 

Our school app has a fabulous calendar function – learn how to use it properly (see below).  It will change your life!

Getting back into the swing of things post-Covid means being allowed back onto campus to watch and support several events, whether these be sporting events, a school 
play, a music concert, etc. It also means a lot of organising to get your daughter where she needs to be and when she needs to be there!  

1. Open the St Mary’s App 
on your phone.

2. Click on the “School 
calendars” icon.

3. Click on Live Calendar.
4. (view academic 

calendars doc for term 
dates).

5. Select a date.
6. Tap on your daughter’s 

event.

7. Tap on the Bookmark 
icon.

8. Select “Yes” to add to 
calendar.

9. The calendar event will 
open.  Check it will save 
to your calendar and 
click “Add” to never 
miss a thing!

Please send questions or suggestions for future tips to Kathy.mittendorf@stmary.co.za

ST MARY’S SCHOOL APP
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ST MARY’S 2022 SCHOOL MAGAZINE

As we did last year, we will once again be offering you the choice of receiving the annual St Mary’s School magazine in a digital format 
version and / or a hard copy version. 

Please click this link for further information and to make your choice: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUx3Xr5yffqS222IecKEQB09xYqUC5JkKg3ao6f1oWmqMmfA/viewform?usp=sf_link

St Mary’s uses a school management information system called Ed-Admin to distribute termly school reports and to provide parents with 
an opportunity to inspect and amend personal information recorded in our database.
 
Below, please find details as to how to access this Ed-Admin St Mary’s portal:

• You will require a Parent ID whenever signing into the parent portal. If you are unsure of your Parent ID, please email portal@stmary.
co.za with both your and your daughter’s names and surnames for assistance.

• To access the St Mary’s portal, please click on the link below or visit the school website on www.stmarysschool.co.za and click on the 
portal login on the top right of the page.  https://stmarysw.ed-space.net/pparentportal.cfm 

• Enter in your Parent ID and choose forgot password. Please ensure that you enter the email address that St Mary’s has on record and 
enter in the CAPTCHA code.

• You will then receive an email. Once received, click on the link in order to set up your password. Choose a secure password; you will 
then receive another email to confirm your password has been changed. You can now proceed to log into the portal.

If you experience problems logging into the secure portal, please contact portal@stmary.co.za.

ED-ADMIN PARENT PORTAL


