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Dates to Diarise

Prizegiving is the final official function 
for the class of 2015, and it also marks 
the beginning of the new leaders’ time in 
office. The transition from one year group 
to another always has an element 
of nostalgia. 

The Form IVs have participated in the 
leadership programme for a year and it 
culminated in the announcement of our 
new leaders on Wednesday. I have been 
impressed with the mature approach of 
the girls to the nomination and selection 
of leaders. Each girl has to select the 
positions that she would like to be 
considered for, and write a motivation as 
to her suitability as far as abilities and 
interests. It has been rewarding to read 
these motivations, which have presented 
the girls as being mature and self-aware. 
When voting for the top positions, girls 

have also had to write a motivation 
for their vote, and these motivations 
have shown the girls to have a good 
understanding of leadership and the type 
of leaders that they want at St Mary’s. 

Although our approach to student 
leadership may have flaws, I do 
believe that it has introduced a deeper 
understanding among the girls about 
leadership, and specifically servant 
leadership. It provides the girls with the 
opportunity to choose the area and degree 
of their involvement. The appointment 
of leaders is no longer a mere popularity 
race but rather a selection of who will 
lead with authenticity and serve the 
school and the girls best.

After five years’ journey through Senior 
School, we bid farewell to our matrics 

Dear parents

From the head’s desk

Fri 16	 13h00	 DELF B2 Alliance 
		  Française examination		
	 15h00	 Gauteng schools’ 
		  squash league friendly	
	 19h00	 Prizegiving – compulsory – 
		  girls to be at school 
		  by 18h15			 
Sat 17	 07h00	 St Stithians U16/U19 
		  rowing regatta
		  Latin Dance grading
		  Basketball tournament at 
		  St Mary’s DSG, Pretoria
	 12h00	 Alex High Schools’ prizegiving
Mon 19	 08h05	 FII IEB benchmark test: English	
	 15h00	 Basketball (away)		
	 16h00	 SRC meeting
Tues 20	 08h05	 FII IEB benchmark 
		  test: Mathematics
	 09h00	 IEB NSC examinations begin
	 14h45	 Tennis – at home and away
	 18h00	 Confirmation
Wed 21	 08h00	 Inter-high athletics 
		  at Germiston
	 10h00	 Tennis tour to Eunice departs
Thurs 22	 10h30	 Inter-house athletics
	 12h30	 School closes for half-term
	 13h00	 Rowing camp departs
		  U14 water polo tournament 
		  at Roedean begins
		  U13 and 1st water polo 
		  tournament at St Stithians 
		  begins
Sat 24	 18h00	 Eunice tennis festival returns
Sun 25		  Rowing camp ends
		  U14 water polo tournament 
		  at Roedean 
		  U13 and 1st water polo
		  tournament at St Stithians
Mon 26		  Half-Term
Tues 27		  FIII and FIV IEB thinking 
		  skills test
	 14h45	 Junior inter-house basketball
	 18h00	 Saints’ awards 
		  technical rehearsal
Wed 28	 07h30	 Leaders’ assembly
	 17h00	 Saints’ awards pre-awards
		  party
	 18h30	 Saints’ awards 
Thurs 29	 18h00	 New parents’ and 
		  pupils’ evening
Fri 30		  SAMS pink civvies day
		  FIV study day
	 15h00	 Gauteng schools’ friendly
		  squash league
	 15h00	 Basketball (away)

Head girls-elect for 2016: Mutsa (deputy head girl), Shayna (head girl), Sasha (deputy head girl)
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of 2015. As a group, the girls have led the school with grace, dignity and enthusiasm, and have distinguished themselves with a wide range of 
successes. Our matric girls have only their final NSC examinations to complete before they embark on their next stage of their life journeys. 
There is no doubt that they will embrace all that life has to offer, and will employ the skills that they have learnt at St Mary’s. May they go 
safely in the hands of God.

Congratulations to the new leaders for 2016.

Yours sincerely

Deanne King
Head of school

From the chaplain
Most of us are afraid at times. We are afraid of all sorts of things.
Whatever it is that causes you to fear the most, we need to be reminded of and take to heart the promise of God in Isaiah 43:1-3a,5a:

This is what the Lord says – he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers they will not overwhelm you.
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour …
Do not be afraid, for I am with you …”

Revd Canon Gill Lee
Chaplain

Meet the departments

Heads of the Senior School: Penny Mullan (deputy headmistress), Deanne King (head of school), Ros Howell (senior deputy headmistress), Sally James (deputy 

headmistress)
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Inge

Chess
Inge (Form III) recently finished joint 
1st at the South African Women’s Open 
Chess Championship in Cape Town. This 
stunning performance has now earned her 
a qualification spot at the Senior Women’s 
Closed Chess Championship to be held in 
December, where she will have an opportunity 
to qualify for the Senior Olympiad team.

Inge also finished joint 2nd at the African 
Women’s Open Chess Championships 2015, in 
Woodmead, Johannesburg.

PA to the head of the school: Sonia Willoughby
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National Accounting Olympiad
Congratulations to the following girls who wrote the National Accounting Olympiad:
Hayley
Bongiwe
Nicola 
Megan 
Shanté 
Roxanne 
Boikano 
Buhle 
Maxine 
Jessica 
Rachel 

Nicola, Shanté and Buhle participated in the second round. Well done to Shanté, who achieved 
the top result for St Mary’s.

Wendy Ievers
HoD Accounting

Afrikaans Olympiad results
The Senior First Additional Language Afrikaans Olympiad was written on 19 May. As we celebrate 90 years of Afrikaans as an official language this 
year, 38 girls from Forms III to V entered the Olympiad, offered by the Afrikaanse Taal en Kultuurvereniging (ATKV).

Simone (Form IV) achieved the top score of 86%, while Inge (Form III), Daniëlle (Form IV), Julia (Form IV), Liesel (Form V) and Roneque (Form V) 
all achieved outstanding distinctions.

All Senior girls studying Afrikaans at first additional language level, irrespective of their home language, may enter the annual Olympiad, 
consisting of four sections: comprehension, grammar, poetry and literature.

The ATKV is an independent organisation that promotes Afrikaans as a language within a multilingual society, and as part of our shared heritage. 
For more information, visit www.atkv.org.za.

Berdine Fourie-Van der Watt
HoD Afrikaans

Simone 
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Professor James Basker founded the Oxbridge 
Academic Programs for high school students 
with the aim of allowing students to be 
exposed to subjects that extend them beyond 
traditional curriculum in environments and 
institutions renowned for their association 
with academic endeavour, including Oxford 
and Cambridge Universities in England, 
the University of St Andrews in Scotland, 
Barcelona and Salamanca in Spain, New 
York and UCLA in America, and Paris and 
Montpellier in France. From 2016, Oxbridge 
will also run one of its programmes at 
the prestigious Harvard University. In 
addition to these four-week programmes, 
Oxbridge also offers a one-week seminar at 
Oxford University. 

The various programmes cater to Grades 8 

to 12 students, and have participants from 
around the world. The teaching faculty is 
drawn from some of the world’s leading 
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, 
Yale, Harvard, Columbia, NYU, the Sorbonne, 
Salamanca, Pompeu Fabra, St Andrews, 
Edinburgh, and UCLA. Last year the faculty 
consisted of more than 28 Rhodes, Gates, 
Marshall and Fulbright Scholars.       

St Mary’s is pleased to invite you to 
participate in a webinar with the Oxbridge 
founder, Professor James Basker, in the 
Wantage Auditorium from 19h00 on Thursday 
5 November. Professor Basker will speak 
about the opportunities that the programmes 
offer and will answer any questions you may 
have. Students who have attended one of the 
programmes will be available to answer any 

questions about their experiences, and I will 
answer questions regarding the programmes 
and how the school can help to assist 
students in their planning and coping on their 
return to school. 

Please email nina.nathanson@stmary.co.za by 
Friday 30 October if you would like to attend 
the webinar. 

Should you or your daughter have any 
further queries about the webinar please 
email me, and see the Oxbridge website, 
www.oxbridgeprograms.com, for more details 
about available Oxbridge programmes.

Nina Nathanson
English teacher

Oxbridge Academic Program

The new term marked the beginning of a three-day adventure in the 
Magaliesberg. The Form III Life Sciences girls arrived at Kwa Madala 
Game Reserve armed with sleeping bags, binoculars, and a passion 
to learn about and discover the savannah biome’s riches. Against a 
backdrop of rainy weather, we trekked up hills, marvelled at vistas 
and explored the diverse landscape on game drives and horseback. 
There were a multitude of unforgettable highlights along the way – 
we stumbled across a giraffe skeleton, spotted a spitting cobra and 
admired the dense shrubland.

The unique opportunity of riding on elephants, however, proved to 

be the most memorable experience for many of the girls. From our 
elevated seats, we viewed the savannah grasslands from a whole new 
perspective, while marvelling at the intellect and temperament of 
these majestic creatures. Our eagerness to soak up knowledge was 
dotted with fun. We brought our fashion show back to life complete 
with music, a few veteran models and a cement runway. This was 
both highly enjoyable and entertaining, and added to a collection of 
memories that will be forever etched in our minds. 

Kristin 
Form III

Life Sciences camp

Horse riding Elephant safari

Enjoying an Ecology lesson in the bush
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Dancing
Michela (Form III) participated in Concour 2015 at the National School 
of the Arts from 6 to 10 October. Michela received the following 
awards:

Medals for the following:
·         Runner-up for the Poppy Frames Shield Scholarship Set Dance, 16   	
          years and over
·         Winner for Modern Dance Group, style 1, open age group,   		
          Statues

·         Winner for Modern Group Student Choreography by Paige Falerne
·         Winner for Modern Repertoire Solo, 16 years and over
·         Winner for Modern Dance Groups, 16 years and under, Roots
·         Winner for Modern Dance Solo, Contemporary, 15 years and over

Trophies for the following:
·         Most Artistic Group, Roots
·         Best Overall Group, Roots
·         Most Promising Dancer, over 13       

Michela

President’s Award information
For all President’s Award queries, please contact Melanie Blair on 
melanie.blair@stmary.co.za. 

You are welcome to enrol online, but please send me an email to let 
me know you have enrolled. Information about adventurous journeys 
and residential projects undertaken by the company we use in the 

Magaliesberg, Chameleon Adventures, is available below. For queries 
about these trips, contact Jo-Anne Glen on 
info@chameleon-adventures.co.za.

Melanie Blair
HoD Physical and Natural Sciences

The 2016 President’s Award calendar of events have been finalised
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Numerous celebrations are happening during October in the 
Resource Centre

Miss Macaulay, Mrs Page and Mrs Bradfield find the 

Cool@School competition nail-bitingly frustrating

Trying to match teachers to their school 

photographs

Enjoying the crime novels on display during Bloody 

Book Week

Engrossed in the Cool@School competition

At the matric resource monitors’ 

farewell tea

Matric girls, all of whom are part of the group of resource monitors

Chatting at the matric resource monitors’ 

farewell tea
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The Form II pupils spent two weeks in the 
beautiful surrounds of the Magaliesberg, 
away from much of what they consider to 
be “normal”, i.e. family, home comforts, 
television, cellphones, the Internet, iPads 
and hairdryers! They participated in a busy 
and challenging programme that taught new 
skills, and allowed relationships to grow.
At the outset, the curriculum aims to teach 
the girls to become more adaptable, to 
become more appreciative of all aspects of 
their lives, to realise the curative benefits 
of nature, and to engage with people and 
nature in a caring and skilful manner. Added 
to this, the girls had a tremendous amount 
of fun!

A programme such as this is possible because 
of the commitment of teachers who immerse 
themselves in the programme, and mentor 
and encourage the girls to achieve their 
best. I am extremely grateful to Jenny Page, 
Candice Macaulay, Athambile Masola, Lilian 
Southey and Linda Bradfield for their time, 
care and a high degree of enthusiasm.
 
Penny Mullan
Deputy headmistress; Wilderness
School co-ordinator

Wilderness School 2015

Wilderness School 1 Wilderness School 2

Hike summit

On Sunset Hill
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Afrikaans public speaking 

This year, the Afrikaans department hosted its first Afrikaans public 
speaking evening, which proved to be a great success. Twelve 
very brave Form I, III and IV girls took on the challenge, and spoke 
eloquently on one of the various Afrikaans idioms set as topics.

The Form I girls were especially brave in speaking in front of all their 
seniors, and they delivered some delightful speeches. The bashful 
manner of the Form III speakers also impressed the adjudicators. 

A popular topic among the Form IV girls was “As die skoen jou pas, trek 
hom aan” (if the shoe fits, wear it), and produced some entertaining 
images of Cinderella’s glass shoe by Courtney and running spikes versus 
stilettoes by Julia. 

Inge (Form III) and Kara (Form I) participated in the category for 
Afrikaans home language. Inge’s speech on “Die vere maak die voël” 
(fine feathers make fine birds) and Kara’s speech on difficult teenagers 
not only impressed the judges, but also the other participants.

The adjudicators were Mrs Doreen Stapelberg of St Mary’s School, Mrs 
Marieta Hattingh, previously involved with the ATKV, and Mrs Liza Els 
of St Teresa’s School, who was the chief adjudicator and lauded the 
versatility and talent exhibited by the students.

At the end of the evening’s proceedings, Mrs Els presented the 
participants with detailed individual reports that went a long way to 

boosting their confidence and validating their courage. 

The interest from the girls and their parents has motivated us to 
extend this event next year to include neighbouring schools, and we 
look forward to many years of successful and entertaining Afrikaans 
public speaking evenings. 

Lenza Meyer
Afrikaans teacher

Courtney, Julia, Inge

(not in picture: Kara van der Westhuizen) 

Water polo
Reddam House Girls’ U19 Water 
Polo Tournament 

Our 1st water polo team came home from 
the Reddam House Girls’ U19 Water Polo 
Tournament with silver around their necks.

The St Mary’s 1st team scored 50 goals 
and let in 18 goals over the course of the 
tournament, winning all its pool games and 
making it through to the quarter-finals versus 
Reddam’s 2nd team. Winning the quarter-finals 
8-3, it was through to the semi-finals versus 
Durban Girls’ College. The semi-final seemed 
to be a close game, despite St Mary’s having 

more game control; we came away with a win 
of 5-2.

The final was played against the host school, 
Reddam House. The final, unfortunately, did 
not go St Mary’s way. The 1st quarter score 
was 1-1, 2nd quarter 2-2, 3rd quarter 3-2 and 
last quarter 5-2. The girls could not get 
another goal and fell short 
on time.

There were 16 schools from around South 
Africa at the tournament, and our girls came 
in 2nd. The season is not over yet and the 
players still have quite a few tournaments 

to play: the U14 Roedean Water Polo 
Tournament, U13 St Stithians Water Polo 
Tournament and the 1st Team St Stithians 
Invitational Tournament.

Congratulations to Amber and Sasha for being 
selected for the SWPSA Girls U18 team, which 
will participate in the international series to 
take place in Cape Town in December. 

Kelsey White
Water polo coach
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Tennis

St Mary’s girls with their mixed doubles partners 

from St Stithians Boys’ College

The St Mary’s A tennis team returned from Hilton, victorious in both 
the doubles and mixed doubles events held at the annual Hilton 
College/St Anne’s Invitational Doubles Tournament. The St Mary’s team 
did not lose one match throughout the doubles event. Special mention 
must be made of the exceptional play by all the players.

St Mary’s beat St Mary’s DSG Pretoria, Kingswood College and St Anne’s 
in the round robin phase. The doubles team of Imaan and Maja did not 
lose a game leading up to the final. St Mary’s played St Mary’s Kloof in 
the finals of the doubles event, and beat them convincingly by three 
matches to love. The final doubles placings were 
as follows:

St Mary’s Waverley
St Mary’s Kloof
St Anne’s 
Roedean School (SA)
Somerset College
St Mary’s DSG Pretoria
Kingswood College
Penryn 

St Mary’s teamed up with St Stithians to clinch the mixed doubles 
title for the fourth consecutive year. St Mary’s and St Stithians beat St 
Alban’s/St Mary’s Pretoria, Kingswood College and Hilton College/St 
Anne’s to reach the finals. In the finals, St Mary’s and St Stithians beat 
St John’s/Roedean by six matches to love. Well done to all the players 
on the high standard of tennis played on this tour. I thank Farirai, who 
filled in as a replacement at the very last minute. Thank you to Stan, 

for driving us safely to and from our destination.

Congratulations also to Cara and Maja for doing extremely well in the 
prestigious South African Master’s Event in Stellenbosch. Cara beat the 
no. 1 seed in the round robin phase of the tournament and ended in 3rd 
position, beating Delien of the Free State 6-3, 6-1. Maja beat Bianca of 
Gauteng North to clinch 9th position.   

Tennis results 

29 September
St Mary’s A beat Kingsmead A 50-13
St Mary’s B beat Kingsmead B 51-12

St Mary’s C lost to Holy Rosary A 26-37
St Mary’s D beat Holy Rosary B 52-11

St Mary’s E lost to HeronBridge A 18-45
St Mary’s F lost to HeronBridge B 26-37

St Mary’s G lost to Fourways A 16-35
St Mary’s H lost to Fourways B 17-32

6 October
St Mary’s A beat Trinity House A 50-13
St Mary’s B beat Trinity House B 51-12

René Plant
Tennis coach

The St Mary’s team with the team from St Mary’s 

Kloof, whom they beat in the finals

The St Mary’s team that played at Hilton

Athletics
Owing to camps, the athletics season has got 
off to slow start. Having said that, there have 
been some good individual performances and 
some pleasing results. All our meetings are 
out in Germiston, which is a fantastic venue 
as the facilities are excellent and the girls 
run on tartan every week. However, getting 
the athletes to the start of the event is 
challenging and the Form IVs, who run the 1 
500m or are involved in the jumping events, 
have little or no warm-up time. 

Our congratulations are extended to Jade 
on her leap of 1.62m in the high jump at 
the first meeting, having done no athletics 
since last year, and Kristin ran superbly in 
our second meeting in her sprint events. The 
Form Is have some wonderful talent and are 
gaining experience in the 1 500m, 400m and 
200m events, as these are distances that they 
do not compete in in the junior school. 

Julia (vice-captain) and Victoria (captain)
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The results from the first three meets of the season (and we have yet 
to come close to putting a full-strength team together) are as follows:

17 September
1st Pretoria High School for Girls 483
2nd Assumption Convent 456
3rd St Mary’s 412
4th Bresica House 349
5th Holy Rosary 333
6th St Andrew’s 286
7th Kingsmead College 281
8th Jeppe 206

1 October
1st St Mary’s 419		
2nd Pretoria High School for Girls 411
3rd Assumption Convent 396	
4th St Andrew’s 374		
5th Brescia House 346
6th Kingsmead College 317
7th Holy Rosary 271
8th St Stithians/St Teresa’s 206

In sport one always makes plans for injury and absenteeism, but never 
in my long teaching career have I attended an event without 15 team 
members. This was the situation last Thursday, 8 October. I want to 
compliment all the girls who ran and gave of their best under difficult 
circumstances. I was proud of the fact that we were still able to come 
4th out of five schools. Special mention must be made of Caroline and 
Ruth, who ran superb times in the U14 age group. I hope that we are 
now over all illnesses and injuries, and are gearing up for inter-high on 
Wednesday 21 October. 

8 October
1st Brescia House 279		
2nd Assumption Convent 255
3rd St Andrew’s 204
4th St Mary’s 202		
5th Holy Rosary 155

We have one more event until inter-high. I know the heat has been 
stifling but keep training hard, athletes.

Quix
Head of sport

Basketball

Luntu in action

Friday 2 Oct 1st/U16 Sacred Heart Won 40–7

Wednesday 7 Oct 1st 
U16
U14 A
U14 B1

St Dunstan’s Won 32–4
Lost 8–18
Lost 6–10
Lost 4-6

Saturday 10 Oct 1st 
U16
U15
U14 A
U14 B2

St Peter’s Won 31–22
Won 22–16
Lost 9–26
Won 15–8
Lost 2–12

Our basketball season has begun after a few 
weeks of training and preparation. We have 
spent the time consolidating skills with the 
junior teams, and working on tactical play 
with the older girls. 

We have so many U14 players that we have 
split the B team into two equal-strength 
B1 and B2 teams. They will play alternate 
matches so that all girls get a chance to play 
against other schools. 

Quix
Head of sport
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Squash

Jemma

Congratulations to Francesca on being voted 
as squash captain for 2016, and to Grace and 
Megan as vice-captains.

Well done, Jemma, for winning the Northerns 
pre-season tournament in the U19 age group, 
a great achievement for an U14.

Senior friendly squash league
11 September
St Mary’s A beat Noordheuwel 14-3
St Mary’s C beat Parktown Girls’ 14-0
St Mary’s D lost to Crawford College 3-11
St Mary’s E beat St Mary’s F 10-8
St Mary’s G beat St Mary’s H 10-8
St Mary’s J beat Egoli 14-0

18 September
St Mary’s D beat Hoërskool Florida 11-3
St Mary’s E beat St Andrew’s 14-1
St Mary’s F beat St Andrew’s 14-0
St Mary’s G beat St Teresa’s 8-6

St Mary’s H beat St Andrew’s 10-6
St Mary’s I lost to St Teresa’s 3-13
St Mary’s J beat St Teresa’s 14-0

25 September (public holiday) all games being 
rescheduled 
St Mary’s B beat St Stithians 14-0
St Mary’s F beat St Martin’s 14-1

2 October
St Mary’s B lost to Roedean 4-12
St Mary’s C lost to St Martin’s 3-14
St Mary’s D beat St Martin’s 11-8
St Mary’s E beat St Martin’s 14-1
St Mary’s H lost to St Stithians 5-13

9 October
St Mary’s A lost to St Stithians 4-11
St Mary’s C lost to St Stithians 4-13
St Mary’s D beat St Stithians 13-5
St Mary’s G beat St Stithians 14-1

Junior high inter-house squash results

Clayton Furse Karney Phelps Points Position

Clayton X 74 73 97 194 4th

Furse 137 X 94 105 336 3rd

Karney 176 134 X 97 407 2nd

Phelps 160 130 121 X 411 1st

Clayton House Phelps House
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Furse House

Karney House

Eyewear
It is compulsory to wear protective eyewear during practices and matches – the World Squash Federation and Gauteng Junior Squash have adopted 
this rule for players under the age of 20. Please ensure that you purchase a pair of protective eyewear to safeguard yourself and your eyes.  

Jennifer Fox
Head of squash
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Some Open girls happy at the prospect of touching the Filippi VIPs attending the blessing

Codee, Sarah, Caitlin, Ashleigh and Derryn Revd Lee blessing the double Aura

Rowing
On Thursday 1 October, the St Mary’s rowing 
club hosted a cocktail evening/blessing of the 
boats ceremony. The girls packed and brought 
all of St Mary’s newest boats to the school, 
where we set them out to be blessed. The St 
Mary’s rowing parents and esteemed guests 
were seated outside SMOGs cottage. Revd 
Lee conducted the ceremony. All the boats’ 
names were revealed, and they were blessed. 
After the ceremony, the parents and guests 
enjoyed a cocktail party.

This past weekend, the majority of the 
rowing club competed at the Wemmer 
Sprints Regatta. The juniors were supposed 
to race on Saturday but, unfortunately, the 
regatta was cancelled owing to wind. It is 
quite common for this to happen and so 
our coaches entered their crews into the 
senior regatta. On Sunday morning, everyone 
arrived early at Wemmer Pan to prepare for 
their day of racing. They all rowed hard and 
maintained a positive attitude throughout 

the day. By the end of the day, everyone was 
tired but content with their racing. 

At the same time, the opens were camping 
at Roodeplaat. They arrived at 06h30 on 
Saturday morning to begin their weekend 
of training. Once they had unpacked the 
trailer and rigged all the boats, they got on 
the water with the U16s. Their first session 
consisted of seven 2km pieces in quads and 
doubles. The U16s left after doing another 
session, and the opens used the free time to 
bond over homework. That night, after their 
other two sessions and dinner, some of the 
girls went straight to sleep while the rest 
played card games and chatted. On Sunday 
after an early session, the girls were quite 
happy to leave Roodeplaat and head home.

Emma and Cara
Form III

Olympus, the best boat in our fleet
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Lara Davidson St Mary’s Foundation World Cup Rugby Fever dinner 

From the Foundation
A tremendous thank-you to all those in attendance at the St Mary’s 
Foundation World Cup Rugby Fever fundraising dinner, held on Friday 2 
October at the Country Club Johannesburg.

There were certainly many green-and-gold Springbok rugby supporters 
present. Comedian Jason Goliath entertained the audience and, 
together with the one-man band, provided a wonderful evening of fun 
and laughter. The St Mary’s 2015 head girl, Bongiwe Bongwe, delivered 
an outstanding address about the importance of educating women. 
Master of ceremonies and auctioneer Graham Codrington guided the 
audience through a fun, American-style auction and live auction. 

Congratulations to Colin and Lara Davidson, winners of the St Mary’s 
Foundation Rugby World Cup prize. Colin and Lara will be jetting off to 
London at the end of October to watch the 3rd and 4th play-off match, 
as well as the final at Twickenham.

Gillian O’Shaughnessy
Foundation manager

Bridget Pitt matriculated from St Mary’s in 1975. She was in 
Johannesburg recently to attend her 40th reunion and also 
to launch her latest novel, Notes from the Lost Property 
Department. Bridget’s previous novels and her short fiction were 
shortlisted for both the Commonwealth and Wole Soyinka Prizes. 
Bridget dedicated her novel to the memory of her “beloved 
parents, Aubrey and Dodo”. Dodo was headmistress of St Mary’s 
from 1973 to 1988 and, under her leadership, the first black pupil 
was admitted in contravention of apartheid laws. Bridget fought 
the same cause, and spent time in jail as a political prisoner. The 
book is now on sale at various outlets.

Bridget Pitt

St Mary’s Old Girl launches novel
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UPSTANDER

Informed is empowered
Help keep us informed.
Report bullying. 
At St Mary’s we encourage our girls to be upstanders.
Contact cybercell: 074 402 3905
Or approach your house tutor or mentor

Reminder
If you have a daughter and wish to apply for St Mary’s Senior or Junior School in 2017, we urge you to complete an application form 
urgently to avoid disappointment. If you have any questions, please contact Leigh-Anne Hinton on 011 531 1904 or 
leigh-anne.hinton@stmary.co.za.

Please note that St Mary’s is a non-smoking campus, and visitors and parents are requested to refrain from smoking on the premises. 
This includes the area at the Fresh Culture Café.


